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1. Ths central administration for the Xasakhstan forced labar samps, located at)
Kengir (Xk8, I 67), has jurisdicticn over seven camps distriduted cver an
area 500 to TOO kilometers in cirovmferencs lying between the Aral Sea mid
Lake ;hyhl. Esch oamp is divided into approximmtely three subsidiary camps.

2. From May to June 1954, strikes and wprisings seawred in the Xengir and
Ruinik lakor camps. In Kengir, a hl-day strike from 10 May to 20 Jwne resulted
in the dsath of about 600 priscners, vhen trcops armed with msahine gwns and
supported by seven T-3M-type tanks forced their way intoc the caxp, Tha
Rwinik eamp, informed by free setilers of the progress of the striks at Kengir,
initiated a sympathetic strike on 15 Juns, which ended without bloodshed om
22 June vhen ssven tanks appeared before thes camp gates. ’

3. The lesdsr of the strike at Kengir was a priscner, Colonel Kusnikov (fnu),
who until about 1950 vas attached to the SBoviet Xomendatwra in Berlin.
Xusnikov defended himself so ably at his trial in Karaganda (N 49-50, E T3-10)
following the strikes that the court declined to sentence him,and his case
vas remanded to Moscov.

k. After the strikes, the camps were visited by commissions vhich uwsually insluded
a representative of the Ministry of Ihternmal Affairs and a representative of
the Centrul Committes of the Purty. Camp officials were absent from the in-
terviews with prisoners, and the latter did not apare . thdir oritifism., Com-
Plaints were scted upon in so far as was feasiblas, ’

5« The behavior of guprds toward the priscners improved after the uprising, and
mpopular guards wers withdrawn under threat of further strikes. In fall 1954,
essentisl changes were mads in the sdministration of the camps and the treat-
ment of prisoners. The internal administrstion of ths camps s tiansferred’
es videly as possible to the priscners thewsbdves. Regular politieal training
which smphasized the thame that the priscners were all msmbers of the "great

© Soviet family" was initated in the camps. Ths free settlers wers reminded, on
the other hand, that the political priseners were not oriminals, as they had
been regardsd previously.
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6. The wearing of civilian clothing had already been permitted in the summer of
1954, In October, the following improvements were msde in camp conditions:

Te

b.

C,.

d.

L.

Shaving of hesds of priscmers was no longer mandatory,

All politicel priscners wers permitted to write one letter menthly to an
address inside the USSR. Until that time, the maximum had been two letters
per year. A special ruling was promised on letters abroad,

Visits of relatives wers allowed.

At least half of the immates received passes to leave the camp and visit
the town. Foreign priscners were samewhat restrieted in this respect,
becauss the authorities svidently did not want them to mingle with the
local popwlatiom,

Four-week vacations were granted all priscnars, regardless of nationality,
and of the datter berracks was dasignated as vacation quarters, wvhare
Priscoers could receive better than average food.

The guards and officers vere ordered to treat the prisonsrs sourtsously.

Three amnesties were anncunced in ‘193,

b.

C.

An axnesty for perscns whose offsnes coowrred befors their eighteenth
birthday. ‘

An amnesty for invalids and older parscns.

An amesty for all priscners who kad served two-thirds of their sentences.
Amnesty wvas not automatic Wut was ruled on Wy a loeal sowrt esusisting

of three lay juiges and a repressntative of the Phlie prosseuterts office.
The final decision was made by tha eamp directors. Seriocus offenders

wers not amnestied.
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